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DEMOCRAT WINS ALA. SENATE SEAT 


Jones’ upset of Moore 
shaves GOP’s Senate 
majority to single seat. 


Alexander Burns 
and Jonathan Martin 
©2017 The New York Times 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA. — Doug Jones, 
a Democratic former prosecutor 


who mounted a seemingly quix- 
otic Senate campaign in the face 
of Republican dominance here, 
defeated his scandal-scarred oppo- 
nent, Roy Moore, after a brutal 
campaign marked by accusa- 
tions of sexual abuse and child 
molestation against the Repub- 
lican, according to The Associ- 
ated Press. 

The upset delivered an unimag- 


ined victory for Democrats and 
shaved Republicans’ unstable 
Senate majority to a single seat. 

Jones’ victory could have dras- 
tic consequences on the national 
level, snarling Republicans’ leg- 
islative agenda in Washington 
and opening, for the first time, 
a realistic but still difficult path 
for Democrats to capture the Sen- 
ate next year. It amounted toa 
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Visit our website for updates 
today on Alabama’s closely 
watched Senate election, 
reactiontotheresults anda 
look at what might come next. 


stinging snub of President Don- 
ald Trump, who broke with much 


of his party and fully embraced 
Moore’s candidacy, seeking to 
rally support for him in the clos- 
ing days of the campaign. 
Propelled by a backlash against 
Moore, an intensely polarizing 
former judge who was accused 
of sexually assaulting young girls, 
Jones overcame the state’s daunt- 
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RURAL ASSISTANCE 


Georgia plots help for 
poor, rural counties 
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Lillian Taylor (far right) and Barbara Thomas serve free lunch to Stewart County Elementary School stu- 
dents. The South Georgia county was singled out ina Census Bureau report as among the poorest in the U.S. 
All of the county’s 515 students receive free breakfasts and lunches. BOB ANDRES PHOTOS / BANDRES@AJC.COM 


Stewart, among U.S’ poorest, shows rural Ga.’s woes 


By Jeremy Redmon 
jredmon@ajc.com 
and Mark Niesse 
mark.niesse@ajc.com 


LUMPKIN — Stewart County’s 
students quietly filed into their 
cafeteria this week for a lunch 
complete with chicken, multi- 
grain waffles, broccoli and milk. 
The meals are free for all of the 
South Georgia county’s 515 pub- 
lic school students. So are their 
breakfasts. And if the county 
wins a federal grant, its students 
could start receiving free dinners 
as soon as next year. 

A rural community with just 
5,700 residents, Stewart was sin- 
gled out ina U.S. Census Bureau 
report this month for being one 
of the poorest counties in the 
nation. The county has one of the 
highest percentages of families 
living in poverty at 38.4 percent. 

“I worry about the kids because 
sometimes I know the only 
meal they get is what they eat 
in school,” Mona Hubbard, the 
county school system’s nutrition 
manager, said as she supervised 
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Many of the stores in downtown Lumpkin are closed or vacant. 
Stewart has one of the highest percentages of families living in 
poverty in the country at 38.4 percent. 


Monday’s lunch preparations. “If 
your stomach is growling, how 
can you pay attention?” 
Georgia House members have 
been studying the problems fac- 
ing Stewart and other rural parts 
of the state for months, and now 
they’re preparing to do some- 
thing about it. Their Rural Devel- 
opment Council will release its 
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first report today, and its recom- 
mendations could be made into 
law as soon as next year. 
Among the options up for con- 
sideration are state grants for 
expanding high-speed internet 
access in rural communities. 
Young doctors could be offered 
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PRISON CONDITIONS 


Several states have 
changed their solitary 


By Rhonda Cook 
rcook@ajc.com 


there for years. 


DEKALB SCHOOLS 


Error is one of several 
recent HR blunders 
made by the district. 


By Marlon A. Walker 
marlon.walker@ajc.com 


METRO, B1 
DeKalb tells bars they 
must close earlier 


Starting Jan. 1, serving hours 
willbe cut by at least an 

hour and 25 minutes in the 
unincorporated county. 
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confinement programs. 


For seven years, inmate Tim- 
othy Gumm lived in a 7-by-13- 
foot cell with no outside air or 
sunlight and, for a long while, 
no contact with anyone other 
than a correctional officer who 
slid a food tray through a slot in 
the metal door. The charge that 
landed Gumm in solitary con- 
finement — that he attempted to 
escape from behind bars — was 
dropped. Still, he would remain 


Now the extreme isolation 
Gumm faced at the Georgia Diag- 
nostic and Classification Prison 
near Jackson is the subject of a 
lawsuit, which argues such con- 


A teacher ousted by DeKalb 
County after students said she 
threatened them with depor- 
tation after President Donald 
Trump’s 2016 election win was 
rehired by the county for the 
2017-18 school year, though she 
was supposed to be ineligible for 
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Suit challenges 
extreme isolation 
at state prisons 


finement is an unconstitutional 
“torture technique.” 

Filed in federal court by the 
Southern Center for Human 
Rights, the legal complaint pro- 
vides a detailed look into an area 
of the Georgia prison system that 
has been cloaked in secrecy — the 
special management unit, or Tier 
II program. 

Until recently, Gumm was 
one of the roughly 200 Georgia 
inmates housed in Tier III units. 
Such extreme confinement, wrote 
Southern Center managing attor- 
ney Sarah Geraghty, has “detri- 
mental effects on physical and 
mental health that are obvious 
to a reasonable person.” 

“Indefinite solitary confinement 
violates contemporary standards 
of decency and defies a consensus 
among correctional experts, who 
condemn the practice,” Geraghty 
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Ousted DeKalb teacher 
returned as substitute 


employment there. 

The error is one of several 
recent human resource blunders 
made by the district, which has 
come under fire in recent years for 
its inability to recruit and retain 
quality teachers amid a national 
teacher shortage. Recently, dis- 
trict officials admitted to not per- 
forming simple tasks such as ver- 
ifying job applicant work history 
or contacting references before 
hiring a teacher from Ohio, who 
they later learned had been ter- 
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COURSE TO LAST 


Save time—order delicious platters online this season. 


publix.com/order 


Please place orders at least 24 hours in advance. 


Publix. 


SUPER MARKETS 


